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i llj u?ri
e have an entne generation of shoole.s and hlrnlers
today \vho hale probabl!, n€ver experlenced a good

trlggef on a nerv factory rifl€. With lhe glur ot Labjl'ty
lawsur ls  In the past  couple o l  decades.  gunmakers for

the most part have circled rhe wagons and grven up on Ihe concept
o l  prov id ing qual i r ' -  r r iggers on thei r  g l rns Th€fe are excepr ions.
bur they are rare It s far more commor to open the box conlatning
a new rifle and find (he tflggertakes. as my cousrn Philip would sa),.
''two m€n and a hatry dog Io pull l am not exacdy sure how he

arnved at  th€ equar ion,  but  ih€ pornr  is  c lear  enough
lre lnember showing up for  a deet  hunt  in  rexas a lerr  ye i rs  ago as

parr olan introduclion ior a new rlfle Nly plane was late ofcourse.
and i r  was near l f ,  darkwhen I  arr ived ourhost issuedmear] f le  and
we headed to rhe range I loaded the glrn and settled into I he san dbags.

then pul ledunr i lmy f ingersrar tedlo cramp. Af ter  checkrng rhe safety
several times to make sure tt was off. I finally called the company s

PR guy over  to rhe bench Thrs gsn is  b.oken."  I  sa id.  " l t  won !  go

of f .  His  te.se.esponse:  I !  s  f ine i just  puU harder"
I did and the gun ilent ,4n9. but the bullet complerely mtssed the

target  Eventual ly  I  managed ro get  i t  son ot  s ighted rn and even
took a couple of deer lvilh the gun. but I wont say my shooljng tlas

anything to b€ proud oi After Ihe hunt lhe company took the gun

back ro rhe lactory to have a gunsmrlh fix the lrigger. lhen shrpped
it to me for furlher leslrng li maxed out m!, trlgger'pull scale. so I
had to use a fishing scale !o measure the letoffwerght The _l'rxed

trigger. the one rhe gunsmrth had improved." broke at 22 pounds.
which was far  berrer  than lvhen I  was hunt ing wi lh  the g\ rn l t  sbeen
a few yeafs. and I understand Ihe rifle is not selllng as rv€ll as rhe
company had hoped lmagjne Ihar l  Whi le that  gun represents !he
extrem€ of  poor  r r iggers.  r l  s  nol  uncommon today to nnd fac lory
r i f leswi thaT or8-porndtr iggerpul i .  Ihaveseensome'mprovement
r€cently. bu! i! s been a long time since I have tried a ne\! faclory
rifle with a crisp. :t pound trigger

Mosrcompanies removedthe abilityto adjusttheirt.igge.s years ago.
and those adjustments that remaln usually do notallow enough change
ro getasarisiacro.yr.iggerpull. Triggersmaybe adve.tisedasa.ljustable.
but rhey are orten adjusrable f rom 8 pounds down to 5 pounds-hardly



lislc! .S. new !riqqeris olteI os eosy ds r0s
eniq 0 s.rew cn0 p!shrng 0ul0 pin rhen revers
rnqr [e  p r . i .5 :  A t lo rdobeo l le rmor te r r i9qers
0G re00 y  c [o lobe l roh  gun s !pp lydsr r  b t r roE
su. i  cs  Mdr rc lusA ond &owners

Trodin' Triggers
acceprable ro a discern'ng rifle shoorel
Some triggers can be adjusred enough
fo. a saristactory result For €rample.
rhe Remingron llodel 700 rfle has an
adjusrable t r igger .  and i t  can a lmosr
always be runed ro a vefy acceprable
b r e a k  H o w e ! e r .  t h a r  t r i g g e f  h a s
undergone a change recently, and the
resul t  isst i l lunkno$n The t rurh is  even
rhe most adjustable triggers on facro.y
r i f les these days are a b i t  o la joke.

Yet .  rhe s ingle most 'mpof t  anr  facror
in accurare shoor ing is  rhe r r igger
wirhour  agoodtr iggef  youwi l l  neverbe
able ro exrracr rhe accufacy porenrial
f rom your r i f le  This is  parr icLr lar ly
t .ue in  f ie ld s i ruar ions.  So,ne years
back I conducted a resr for spee.l and
accuracy unt ler  hunr ing con. l i t ions
wi lh two r i f les o i  every acr ion rype
I assembled a team of six shoorers of
d i i fe .ent  abi l i t ies.  and afrer  rhe smoke
cleared I  d iscovered !hat  a lo t  of  rhe
common knowledge abour hunt ing
r i f les was s ' rong one c leaf  pojnt -
p€rhaps rhe only c lear  poinr- rhar
emerged was lhe r f iggef  ls  rhe key
elemenr in  accura!e shoor lng The
guns rhar  scored rhe h ighesr ,  across
Ihe boa.dwith every shoorer, w€re rhe
guns wirh rhe best rriggers

I worked at the shooting events du fing
!he 1996 Olympic Cames in Adanta
This gave me backsrage access ro aLl
rhe comperiro.s and lhei.coaches. and
I lvas able ro pick lhe brains of a lor of
the top shoorers One thing rang clear:

Unlil{a$e mct0rl cllhcsothalcome liom rrre

r0c'0ry, anern.irel rris9e's .0tr be odj0sred,i
suir lhe ehooters e.efarsrce Allhouqhornosl

oiy rioerredqdb14 snooror ..n .djuer !ur Lverghr

!n0  o i . rDye i . : r5  te5r  l !  r r0v4  secr . rcoqe

he i r  r .  r  p rc iess .hd  0drs0r i l r

A . h ' e v i n g  g r e a r n e s s  i n  a  l a . r o r \ -
supp|ed r i f le  I r  gger  ls  aLnrosr  nLwr\  s
go'ng ro reqrr f , r  so 'ne !unsrnL'h ng
r r g g e r  $ o r r  j s  o r i e  o l  r h e  m o s r
spe. i i lLzed and rnc l ty  areas !ou.a i
ger  inro l r  s  a lso one rhar  can . fea. .  :
da.g. rous con. lLr ion i ivou ger  r  $ronq
N 1 \  n d \ l c r  r s .  r l v o u  d o n ' r  l n o $  $ h i t

Iou arc dojnc.  rhen don f  - - !e f  r  
Ef fore lou d-- . ide nn! ' rh ng I  !
por l rn l  ro understaf  d th. . l f  r i t . r l5

o l  a  . i l e  r r i g g e r  T h i . r c  a ' c  t o u r
'mpor lanr  poinrs (o a huntrng r i t le  s

a srngle sr , rge r r jgecr  puLL Fi rsr  rs  rhe Ler
3 of l$  ergh(  J  hrs i5  s i r rpLy how hanl  ! .Lr
:  need ro pu lo f  rhe rLgger ro nrak--  rhe
:  gun go Ddr!  8, lg-garre l runrLng r ines

should ha!c a l r igger  pul  of  rbour

. l  p o L r n d s  C o r r p e r r o n  o f  v : r d r i n r
hunone r j l les mLghr f - - r tu  re 3 nru.h
I  ghrcr  r r igger  puLl

\ e r r  r s  r h e  s m o o r h n . s s  o t  ( h r
rngger pulL A fough I iggcr  wi ]L IeeL
lLke r I  puLls harder  than j t  docs an. l
a  smoorh r r igger  wi l l  iee l lghrcr  rh:Ln
i Is  a. ruai  pLr l l  Onf  that  h j t .hes arrd
carches as voLr  pul l  i (  !v i l l  ne!er  a l lo$
precise con(ro l  A good r r igger  should
p u l l  s m o o ( h l )  w j I h  L i I I l e  d i s . e r n a b L e
dro\cmenr and then bf- -a l t . le i .  f
T h e  p h . i s e  b r e a k i n g  I  k e  g  a s s
d c s . r b e s  I h e . f  s p .  c l - - . n  r e l e a s e  o f
a good t rgger  creep is  thel ]nrounr
thf  r r jgger  I ra leLs berore i r  re eases
' l 'h .  

besr  r i f le  r r iggefs hale Lr f  e  or  no
. l is .ernr l r le . feep

F i n a l l \  L s  o ! e f t f a \ i e l  f h r s  r s  l h t
i i rsrance Ihe ( fLggcr  moves af rer  (he
sea.  reLeascr  l (  s  I r )porranr  b, - .ause
rhar  Jnolc rcr t  occurs du.ng a. rLr i .aL
r i n r e  u h e n  ( h f  g ! r  i s  h . i n g  r n d . a n
disturb (hc bul le(  j rnpacr

\ \ h r 1 c  m o d i i ! i n g  a n d  I u n r n g  l
r . r g g c r  r s  a  c o m p L r c a r - a d  p r o  e c (
not  rccommend--d fof  nrost  hobb\
g u n s m ' r h s .  u s u a  L y  r e p l a c i f g  t h .
rnggens srnrp le afd eas\r  co 'npanLcs
lLke Tinrnev Bovds and othcfs of f . r
a t l e r m a r k , - r  I . g g e f s  r h a r  a f e  s . I
mn. le.  af iordabL-- .  fuLy adtus lablc  and

The!  a lwa!s knew pfe.  se ly  rvhef  rhc
r lggcr ! !asgorngro breek one man t ras
shoorngn neN r f le  w rh a lone.r  bar .e l
than he was used Io.  Nobody rs fo. rk
sol id  s l i l lwhen shool in !  o l lhand.  and
the rechnique is  lo  contro l  the wobble
and break rh--  r r iggef  ar  prec iseL!  rhe
r ight  r lme ro deLiver  thN buLler  io  dre
Xjrng Wrrh rh js lof ser barel rh-- buller
was exi i ing jusr  a l i t t le  la ter  rhan wirh
his  o lder  r i f le .  : ind rhe comperrror  $as
having problems keeping h is  shors in
the cenrer  Hrs I r iggef  .onr fo l  Nas so
precise thar  a i ts ,  exrra momenrs of
barfel time for rhe bull--f uas affecrlng
hrs scores You canl ach eve rhat hind
olconrolwirh a loun,  r f iggef conrrnued on Po!€ tl.
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lrodin'Tdgg€ls
Condnu.d lrom Po!€ 34.

usual ly  very easy ro ins la lL on ' r iost
facto.y r i f les Orhers l ikeJ€wel l  are
expensive.  buryou afe goingioget  rhe
highest-quality trigger ava'lable They
areal lso ld by gun par ts  suppl ie fs  such
as MidwayuSA and Brownells Often
insra l l ing a replacemenr r r igger  1s a
s imple marrer  of  tak ing th€ act ion
out of ihe slock. removing a screw or
baching oflon a selscrew and pulling
a p in rhar  holds the t r igger  group on
thegun. Then reverse Ihe process with
rhe new rr igger .  usual ly  i ! \  about  a
l0-minute affair. lI varies from riUe to
riflet swapping rriggers is 'id'culously
easy wirh some, whi le  o lhers l ike
rhe Remingron Nlodel  700 are a b i r
r r ick ier  I  have never  encountefed a
f i f le  where i r  was beyond the abi l i ly
of any erpe.ienced gun tinkerer.

Somerimes you need ro modify lhe
srock a lirde bn ro allow room tor the
new parrs. as rhetrigger may nor have
rhe exact  same external  d im€nsions
a s  t h e  o l d  r r r g g e r  T h a t  w a s  t h e
situarion when I put a Timney rrigger
on my ne{ ,wearherby vangl 'ard in
257 Wearherby. I had Io use a Dfemel
roolro removea litdebit of stockmaterial
inlront of rhe(riggef !oallow foraslighdy
wider r.igger housing. That caus€d lhe
job rorake abo 20 minures.

when insra l l ing a Timney r r lgg€r
on a Charles Daly l\'1ini'Mauser. ir was
necessary ro make a choice between
morlifying rhe slol in rhe ffigger guaii

or modilying ihe rrigge. irseli, as (he

rd some coses, sriqhr modillcorions ro rhe dim€nslons oi rhe n o9er o' rrgger qu0rd 0re requi'ed ro
provldo cleorci.e A didlc0liper 6 o hondy loollor derarn ninq ho\r much nelolmusl be trled.w0v

Thouqh th: qurhor had lo 6movo somd m.leriol trom lh. sl.ck !i' his w€o$o|bl Vonouord lo .llow ro:

o limney li99.is siiqhrry rde!houshg, rh6 prorqss srlll roni oii 20 mnules cc'e Ddi6n.. idd!

D|emel r@r resuried in o cleonjoil

5a

lne bolrihroud onlhis Mous€roclion Inl6d.rod

wih he Trmnet u 99efs sotory t09! le, bul core

lully bondintlh6 melolorm wrh pllo6 solvod

lhoproblem ieproclnq o locrory rrilgor is 0

dillorenl proc€ss ioreoch ll0, bul m0sl hurdl€s

involve lilond oro iolloo ditllcuill0rrhe h0m6

:  ( igger  was roo rh ick ro nr  rhrough rhr
-  s lor  rn rhe bo[om metal  I  h i rve. ione LI

i  borh wavs.  but  the easlcst  Ls ro s impL!
!hrn rhe rngger wirh a b. l r  grLnder or
h le unl l l  r r  hrs Then pol ish rhe metal
a n d  c o l d  b l u e  i r  w j r h  r h i s  T i m n e )
rr igger .  engaging th.  satet !  causes a

.  p in ro pop our  of  rhe orh l r r  s ide of  rhe
rngger.ssembly and n ! !as necessar !
ro remore a b r  o i \ !ood tor  c lcara.ce
la lso had ro t r " -nd Ihe sai t ty  arm wrth
a pai r  o l  p l iers so r I  woul . l  . lcar  the
bolr  shroud,  and I  look sonre f i ia( f . .
kom rhe srock Io a l low the saf . tv  lo
operare wnhoLu rnref feren.e fhe lob
rook aboul  an houf  rhe i fs l  I ime dnd
abu less on a sccond r i f le .  bul  Ihe en. l
resuh !{as lvo h rhe eflorr

Ever !  gun is  d i f lcrcrr .  and i t  would
be impossib le Io g iveeracl  Lnsrruct ions
ior  replac ing rhe r jgger  of  evef !  r i f le
model  rn a magazine ar l lc l - -  lnsrea. l .
m y  p o i n r  h e r e  i s  t o  i l l u s t r a l e  s o m e

, of  rhe problems €ncounrered when

I  insra l l inga r r jggerand how to dea ! { i th

:  rhem They mosdy concern l i t r ing the

:  new t r jgger  in fo rhe sto.k and | lLgger
guar. l  and are nor  r - - ry  lechn'cal .  bLr t
do requi rc  par ience and sk i lL

several yea rs ago I bought a rifle fto'i
a family fticnd. lr was made by Pasadcna
Firearns Company Inc This l9b0s r ra
r i f le  rs  based on a \4ausef  a. I ion rnd
chambered ibr  6 mm Reminglon

In sprre of  a hor f jb lc  t fLgger wi lh
a doubl- -  d ig i l  pu l l -welght  and a Lor
o l  c r e e p .  r h e  g u n  t u r n c d  i n  s o n r e
excel lenr  groups l thought  r  showed
sonre porenILJ l  so I  o Idere. l  r  ne\ !
Bol i : j  r igger  (  han(rrg lhc I tgger  \as a
s inrp le joD l l ldrdn ' t  havc 1o nrodi f )  the
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"ilY GUIDE SAID HE KNEW MY REMINGTON
CORE-LOKT ULTRA BONDED

WOUTD DO ITS JOB IT I DID MINE.''
JII B.- IICHTGAII

REMINGTON'S PRIIIIER'
CORE-LOKT' ULTRA BONDED.

lims guide lie.l The clt sas.112 yards rway, hc tdd lim it *as undcr 100

Why? Conl'ldence You !c.. ht kne* lim wasnt used to lon8 distance shors

but. lu.klly. he r$ usi.s Col.lokl Uhra Bonded ammunition The suidc's
rconmcndationl 

'Hold on tof ot his back take thc shor'
Ar Rernngro.. we desisned CoreLokt Uha Bonded Lo

do wh.r dtbcr bullets cant expand at 1@'velcilres,nd
srav rqerher at hiSh velocities $lthout sac.iflcins accuracy
\\ith up to 95'lh weiSht retenno. out to .1OO yards and

I 8 rime5 diameler expannon. you .an count on
Pem,er Corc Lokt LlltE Booded to do i5 1ob. so
\ou c.n tlle cir.c of busine$

E "
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