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Timney offers replacement triggers
for the Remington Model 700

' eft), the Ruger M77

and others.

or years, it has been fashionable to
blame lawyers for the heavy. creepy
or rough triggers that come on fac-
tory rifles. Lawyers get blamed for a
lot of things they may or may not de-
serve, but bad triggers are more the re-
sult of high manufacturing costs than
from litigation.
Building a good trigger is expen-
sive, adding as much as 25 percent to
the cost of some bargain-priced hunt-

o .

After making absolutely
sure the rifle is unload-
ed, take the action out
of the stock. Do this by
removing the two stock
screws fore and aft of the
trigger guard.

Firearms manufacturers
have found that they can sell guns with
heavy triggers because consumers will
either accept a gritty go-switch, have a
gunsmith tune it, or replace the factory
trigger with an aftermarket product.

If you're like most hunters. you just ac-
cept the trigger that came with your rifle.
Using a heavy trigger with a lot of creep
or overtravel might be a good excuse for
missing a big buck, but it doesn’t say
much about one’s common sense.

Some shooters think the only path to
a good trigger is through a-good gun-
smith. Triggers can be safely improved
by talented gunsmiths, but it's been my
experience that up to half of all worked
triggers can be unsafe. The other option
is to install an aftermarket trigger your-

ing rifles.

self. 1 avoided this option for a long time
because 1 imagined it would be difficuit.
Boy, was I wrong.

Timney, by the way, has been build-
ing modular replacement triggers for
over 60 years. The com-
pany offers triggers for
most of the popular
bolt-action rifles on
the market. and
in some cases, as
with the Reming-
ton Model 700.
several different
trigger models are
available.

I recently watched
John Vehr of Timney

Keeping the bolt stop of the Model 700
trigger in place makes installing the re-
placement trigger a snap.

Triggersinstall a trigger with an integral
safety in a Model 700 rifle. The entire
process took just less than 16 minutes.
and John was fielding questions and ex-
plaining the process as he worked.

Not all of us have a Remington 700
rifle. and installing triggers on other ac-
tions can more difficult, sometimes re-
quiring the removal of a small amount
of stock material. Other triggers, like
the replacement model for the Weath-
erby Vanguard. are much easier to
install. In most cases, swapping a fac-
tory trigger for a crisper aftermarket
product is a fairly simple process that
requires only a few tools.

In the limited space here. | cannot
cover trigger installation in every type
of rifle. but ] can describe the process in
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the Model 700, one of the most popu-
lar hunting rifles ever manufactured.
For the most part, the process is very
similar with other rifles. Whichever
rifle model you have, it's a good idea to
secure il in some type of gun vise that
will hold the action steady.

The first step to working on any
rifle is always to check and make sure
it 1s unloaded. Riflescope removal is
optional. bult you must take out the
action from the stock. This is accom-
plished by removing the front and rear
action screws.

The trigger on the Remington 700 is
held in place with just (wo pins. Both
can be driven out with a punch and
a hammer, pushing the pin from the
right to the left side of the action. Note
that the rear pin (hat holds the trigger
assembly also secures the bolt stop on
the leit side of the action. Take care not
to drive this pin all the way out. This
ereatly simplifies installation. Lel it
remain in the dction just far enough 1o
hoid the bolt stop and spring in place.
After the front pin has been driven out,
the trigger assembly will drop from the
action. At this pont, insert the new
trigger unit into (he action so it lines up
with the pin holes. Now drive both pins
back through so that they are flush on
both sides of the action.

Now you should check (o0 make sure
that the wngger will function. Dry-fire
the rifle several times, working the bolt
as vou normally would. 10 muke sure the
trigger is operational and won't acciden-
lally misfire.

Like the Remington Model 700 nfle
\rigger it replaces, Timney triggers come
with three adjustments. sear engage-
ment, overtravel and pull weight. These
screws have lock nuts attached to secure
the setting. From the tactory. Timney
triggers arc properly tuned to offer

> All Timney lriggers can be
adjusted for pull weight, over-
travel and sear engagement with a
hex wrench. Note the lock nuts
on each adjust-
ment screw.

After aligning the pins on each side of the action, use a small hammer to drive the two
pins through the action. Once the pins are in place, the trigger installation is complete and
the rifle is ready to be reassembled.

about 2.75 pounds ol resistance. The
sear engagement and overtravel screws
are preset as well. Every trigger Timney
produces is installed and tested on an in-
dividual rifle prior to shipment.

It's templing 1o nse Lock-Tite 1o se-
cure (he setungs. bat Timney discour-
ages it, along with oiling the trigger as-
sembly. If you must lubcicate it, squirt
a small amount of lighter fluid into the
trigger mechanism.

Allthat’s left 1s reattaching the stock
10 the action. .

For most bolt-action rifles, you will
not need (o drill, tap or alter any metal
parts or surfaces because the replace-
ment trigger is a true “drop-in” unit. IT
you have any doubts about yvour ability
Lo replace the trigger on your rifle. you

can always (ake it to a gunsmith and
have him do the work. Another option
is to ship the rifle to Timney. They will
install a trigger for a nominal fee and
return the rifle to you. The turnaround
lime is usually about two wecks.
Regardless of how well your rifle is
buili. how good your optics are or the
quality of your amnmunition. without a
crisp trigger that offers consistent func-
tion, you will never realize the maxi-
mum potential of your rifle or vour
true shooting ability. [U's satisfying (o
cure this problem at home and all on
your own. D

Contact info:
Wi Lmmeptriggers. com

(866) 484-6635

Timney triggers come from the factory pre-set at about 2.75 pounds. In most cases, no
additional adjustment is required. The pull weight can be tested with a spring-type or
electronic trigger-pull gauge available from various manufacturers.




